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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SPONSOR 

There has been some criticism, not without foundation, that 
men who seek membership in a Masonic Lodge do not receive in 
advance sufficient and proper information regarding the Craft. 
The method of submitting petitions today is vastly different to 
what prevailed in the earlier days of Freemasonry. At one time 
a brother sponsoring a candidate had to do so in the lodge while 
at labor, there was no short cut, no sending the form by mail or 
otherwise to the Secretary. 

We are confronted with conditions as they now exist but the 
responsibility of the sponsor is nevertheless still as great. What¬ 
ever criticism is levelled against Freemsonry for its failure to 
advise prospective candidates as to what the Craft is and what it 
stands for is largely the failure of the sponsor whose duty it is to 
instruct his friend. 

This brief summary is intended to give the members a basis 
from which they may carry out their personal responsibility to 
the uninitiated. 

In the first place when asked for a petition you should satisfy 
yourself that the petitioner is supplied with a copy of our “Declara¬ 
tion of Principles.” Every Lodge secretary can furnish this 
necessary introduction to Freemasonry. 

Then in the quiet seclusion of a suitable place you should talk 
things over with your friend. Tell him that Freemasonry is an 
ancient Craft which has come down to us through the centuries. 
Among the uninitiated many are under the mistaken idea that it 
is some sort of a benefit society. Others are under the equally 
mistaken impression that membership will be of material advan¬ 
tage to them in their business or profession. Be sure and correct 
these, erroneous expectations, if they exist. 

Make it your business to impress upon his mind that Free¬ 
masonry is a body of men banded together to preserve the secrets, 
customs and ceremonies handed down to them from time im¬ 
memorial and for the purposes of mutual, intellectual, social and 
moral improvement; they also endeavor to cultivate and exhibit 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, not only to one another but 
to the world at large. 

Your own experience tells you that Freemasonry offers no 
pecuniary advantages whatever, nor does there exist any obliga¬ 
tion or implied understanding binding one member of the Craft 
to deal with another, or to accord him any preferential treatment 
in the ordinary business relations of life. 
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Freemasonry enjoins a perfect loyalty to the King and em¬ 
phatically deprecates any attempt to subvert the peace and good 
order of society. Its loyalties, in addition to our Sovereign are 
to Country, neighbour and self. 

Freemasonry has certain charities, but it is not in any sense 
whatever a benefit society, nor is it based upon any calculations 
that would render this possible. The charities, whose available 
funds are limited, were founded solely for the relief of those of 
our number who have been overtaken by misfortune or adversity. 

Freemasonry distinctly teaches that a man’s first duty is to 
himself, his family and his connections and no one should join a 
Masonic Lodge who cannot afford to pay the initiation fee and the 
annual dues required by his lodge. He ought to be prepared to 
make contributions to our Benevolent Fund in amounts which he 
himself considers reasonable in view of his means, and this without 
detriment in any way to his comfort or to that of those who have 
claim to his support. 

Freemasonry recognizes no distinctions in religion, but no man 
should attempt to enter who has no religious belief, as faith in 
God must be expressed before a man can be initiated. 

Freemasonry, therefore, demands that everyone before offering 
himself as a candidate should be well assured in his own mind: 

(а) That he sincerely desires the intellectual and moral improve¬ 
ment of himself and his fellow creatures, and that he is willing 
to devote of his time, his means, and his efforts in the promo¬ 
tion of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 

(б) That he seeks no commercial, social or pecuniary advantage. 

(c) That he is able to afford the necessary expenditure without 
injury to himself or his family. 

(d) That he is willing to enter into solemn obligations in the sight 
of God, such obligations being in no way incompatible with 
his civil, moral or religious duties. 

Brethren are asked to familarize themselves with this brief 
summary and if a friend makes enquiry as to the requirements and 
method of submitting a petition for membership he will be well 
qualified to give the necessary answers. What is contained above 
can be freely communicated to an aspirant for the rights and privi¬ 
leges of Freemasonry. 


FOOD PARCELS FOR BRITAIN 

Month by month there goes forward to the Old Country the 
shipments directed to the personal address of some brother or 
brother’s dependant with the good wishes of a Manitoba Free¬ 
mason. The need to continue our brotherly interest in this 
regard is still urgent. Perhaps the best summary of the situation 
across the pond is contained in a recent release issued by the 
Women’s Voluntary Service. It reads: “The present scale of 
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rationing in Great Britain is lower now than at any time during 
the war. The British housewife who has done her shopping for 
the last eight years with ration book in hand, now takes home 
smaller portions to feed her family. 

“It is difficult to provide sufficiently solid meals for hard¬ 
working men and growing children. The job of feeding her family 
on nourishing and filling foods is a full time one for the British 
housewife today. 

“Those for whom it is hardest perhaps are the mothers with 
young children who are at home for all meals and the old people 
living alone who cannot queue for non-rationed food and cannot 
afford to go out for that extra meal. Hotel and restaurant meals, 
for those who can afford them and who live within reach, have also 
been reduced. 

“Personal Food Parcels are a heaven sent relief to any house¬ 
wife. They bring the only possible variation and addition to the 
monotony of rationed food. . . . The morale value of food parcels 
from overseas is every bit as important and effective as their 
nutrition value. The friendship accompanying each parcel brings 
good cheer and fresh courage to all who know of and share in the 
gift.” 

Writing our Grand Secretary in July the Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland said: “You will be delighted to know 
that the arrival of the food parcels from Manitoba is giving a 
very great measure of relief, and considerable happiness to our 
needful brethren and their dependents. ... I may say also that 
this kindly action of our Brethren in Canada is having quite a 
stimulating effect on the brethren of Scotland, as the Grand Master 
Mason and our Provincial Grand Masters invariably make refer¬ 
ence to the food parcels when they are addressing the brethren. 

“I would be glad if you would convey to the Grand Master 
and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba the sincere thanks 
of the Grand Master Mason and Brethren of Scotland.” 

With these comments before us it should encourage all our 
members to see that the continuous flow of food parcels to the 
needy craftsmen of Scotland and England should be uninterrupted. 
It is by the money gifts generously contributed by our membership 
that this work has been so successful and we suggest that efforts 
be continued to augment the fund. 

Need we say more? Is it necessary to circularize the lodges? 
We don’t think so because this message should be read by every 
Freemason holding membership in a Manitoba Lodge. 


REFLECTION 

Thinking back it occurs to the writer that the Annual Com¬ 
munication of a Grand Lodge is more than the occasion when good 
fellows get together. There is a particular importance in these 
gatherings which are held by every Jurisdiction throughout the 
world, especially is this so during these present disturbed times. 





MASONRY IN MANITOBA 


There appeared an editorial in an English newspaper recently 
a challenging message which, as Freemasons, we would do well 
to carefully read and reflect upon. The writer had this to say: 

“The materialism which was born of the industrial revolution, 
and which has found its apogee in the terrible conception of the 
totalitarian or slave state, has brought neither inward peace nor 
outward security . . . individual freedom is not merely a right but 
part of the human heritage. Unless this freedom exists in the 
inmost soul of Man, neither institutions nor written charters 
nor solemnly enacted laws will suffice to save him from being 
enslaved. . . . The answer to authoritarian materialism is not 
enlightened materialism, but the faith with which Bunyan en¬ 
dowed Christian to take him along his difficult way.” And the 
writer expressed what many people feel is one of the urgent needs 
of the times when he said: “More important than any mere 
economic or political guidance is spiritual guidance which will 
lift human life from preoccupation with its circumstances to a 
sense of its participation in a greater destiny reaching beyond 
earthly existence.” 


THE COMMITTEE OF ENQUIRY 

We want to present six little words that may help a brother 
who finds himself a member of this important committee. WHO, 
WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, and HOW. The following 
will give you an idea of some of the questions that spring from 
these key words: 

WHO —'is he? (not just his name) 

does he know? 
does he associate with? 

WHAT —are his reasons for petitioning? 
is his profession? 

is his standing in the community? 
is his general reputation at work? 
is his attitude toward God? 

WHEN —did he become interested in Freemasonry? 
did he come to Manitoba? 

WHERE—does he live? 

did he come from? 

does he spend his leisure time? 

WHY —is he seeking membership? 

did he wait until now? 
is he petitioning your lodge? 

HOW —does he intend to serve Freemasonry? 

does he intend to conduct himself? 
has he lived in the past? 

In addition to the above suggestions there a few DONT’S that 
ought to be considered. 
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DON’T—look at a man and think he is all right, 
be guided by his own reports, 
think he will reform, 
be afraid to ask questions, 
report until you are satisfied, 
leave your work of investigation until the last 
day. 

let the other two thirds of the committee do your 
work. 

forget he may be a Master of the lodge some day 
in the future. 


THE MASTER’S RESPONSIBILITY 

We are passing through an era of great prosperity. New 
members are being received in Masonic lodges throughout the 
entire jurisdiction in ever-increasing numbers. What are we 
doing to see that these initiates are being taught the real meaning 
of being raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason? 

It is not enough, not near enough, that the ceremonies be 
conferred impressively and with proper dignity, using the correct 
language, as highly important as this is to the Masonic instruction 
of the candidate. We must go far beyond that sphere of our 
activities. We must impress upon the young initiate, yes, and 
upon every Master Mason that Freemasonry is a vital something 
in the daily lives and existence of those who are fortunate enough 
enough to hold the rank of Master Mason. 

It is absolutely necessary that we keep our members vitally 
interested in Freemasonry and what it stands for. It is certainly 
not sufficient that we be content with a beautiful portrayal of the 
ceremonies and then turn our initiates adrift in the world to wear 
a lapel button or a ring, allowing them to believe that they are 
indeed Master Masons. 

It is not suggested that a change be made in any of our forms 
or ceremonies. The Craft is great today because of its traditions, 
ideals and principles, which were founded on the Fatherhood of 
God and the Brotherhood of Man. These great traditions, lofty 
ideals and high principles will never change. 

There will always be a place for the ritualist—the man with 
the retentive memory, but only a limited number can be employed 
at this work. Unfortunately, there seems to be men who regard 
this phase of Freemasonry as the all-important. 

There are other designs which must be put on our trestleboards. 
The thinking Master does not require to travel far in order to 
discover some plans to lay before the members he is expected to 
instruct. 

Let us ask a very simple question. How many books dealing 
with Masonic material have you read and studied since you were 
elected Worshipful Master of your lodge? And another; what 
means have you adopted by which you can equip yourself to 
instruct your brethren? 
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Our ceremonial work has been arranged and prepared for the 
entering, the* passing, and the raising of our members but surely 
it is realized there is something beyond the form of ceremonial. 

The need of the. hour, for men in responsible positions, is to 
realize their leadership and chart a course along which their 
followers will be properly guided. Don’t stop in your instruc¬ 
tional duties when you have raised a man to the Sublime Degree 
of Master Mason because at this point your new member has just 
reached the point where his real Masonic education begins. 

If any Worshipful Master desires some helpful suggestions he 
should write to the Chairman of the Committee on Masonic 
Education. How many are interested enough to send a letter of 
enquiry? _ 


FIDELITY TO TRUST 

There is a tendency at times for some of our brethren to 
discuss purely Masonic business in places and before others who 
do not enjoy the privileges of lodge membership. This fault 
may not be wide spread but the fact that it exists is sufficient to 
place us on our guard. 

Indiscreet actions and careless conversation by members of 
the Craft, due to want of thought, are certainly detrimental to 
its best interests. Brethren should be mindful of the trust 
reposed in them. 

Craftsmen should be faithful to their own Masonic brethren 
especially when discussing the proceedings that take place in the 
lodge room. Whatever occurs in the lodge when tiled, whether 
in connection with the degrees, the admission of petitioners, or 
anything else, should be regarded as a sacred trust and not carried 
to street corners for careless discussion. 

Brethren should remember that they have a duty and a 
responsibility to their fellow members and are expected to observe 
secrecy in everything connected with the inner workings of 
Freemasonry. _ 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 

There is a full program arranged for October. This will give 
members in the different districts an opportunity to fraternize 
with their neighbours and discuss the problems and plans for 
their fall activities. The messages of the Grand Master will be 
practical and well-timed. Here are the October dates: 

7th—Fourth District will meet at Morden; 

11th—Fifth District at Cardale; 

13th—Second District at Gladstone; 

20th—Seventh District at Brandon; 

29th—First District at Winnipeg; 

The meetings, outside Winnipeg, will open at 2.30 p.m. and 
every Worshipful Master with their Wardens and Secretaries are 
asked to be in attendance when the gavel is sounded. Let us be 
enthusiastic and make this a banner year in Masonic circles. 






